THE SWINDLER AND THE ORPHAN   219
able, because he had actually swindled the Pope ! He had
got a decoration out of the Holy Father, by posing as an
important mountain chief, converted to true Catholicism
at the threshold of the Apostles; and by promising to
bring his whole tribe to confess the same. One feels that
cheating in excelsis in this fashion confers a halo of semi-
respectability on such a supreme artist; and the impression
was apparently shared by the Ottoman Government, for
they had felt that no man could be fitter to represent the
Sultan in Urmi, arid he had been nominated acting Consul
accordingly.
The British Consul-General from Tabriz had come over
to help ha the settlement of the frontier dispute, and a rather
delicate point arose in consequence. The Ottoman Consul
was, of course, most desirous to come and pay his respects
to his esteemed British colleague; but would like to be
assured first that the warrant for swindling that was out
against him in British Columbia, would not be executed if
he came into a British Consulate. He complained sadly
that the expenses of entertaining Tahir Pasha were ruining
him; but unfeeling people pointed out that he had no
cause to grumble. His money had been given for the sus-
tenance of Macedonian orphans ; and his Excellency was a
Macedonian of sorts, being an Albanian, and (as he was over
seventy) most likely an orphan as well. Thus some of the
money was going at last for something that resembled the
intention of the donors !
It presently appeared that the instructions the worthy
old Pasha had received were, in brief, to waste all the time
possible, and do as little else as might be. As these jumped
absolutely with his own inclination, he fulfilled them con
amore ; while it was hard to say whether the British Consul
was more annoyed or amused at the manoeuvres.
" All Kurds are Turkish subjects, surely/' said the Pasha
mildly ; " a treaty says so, somewhere."
" But there are some tribes of Kurds right down on the
Indian frontier in Beluchistan, Excellency. Do you mean
to claim them too ? "
" Well, why not ?    If they raid over your frontier, let